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Burlington is home to a thriving traditional fiddling community. 
The folk violin is present in most cultures and is used to perform 
a common repertoire of traditional dance melodies which are 
loosely called “fiddle tunes.” These tunes are also played on other 
instruments and are performed at informal gatherings called 
“sessions.” Our commonly played local repertoire is the legacy of 
Vermont’s immigrant groups. It is also assembled, adapted and 
contributed to by local musicians.  
Since we are preparing musicians to participate in their shared 
culture, here are some extremely common tunes of local 
importance which will be useful for students. To understand how 
and why these tunes are performed locally, students should learn 
under the guidance of local master musicians. As a supplement to 
this in-person learning process, the LE books include sheet music 
and backup tracks for three groups of commonly played tunes.  

• LE1	“Extremely	Easy”	Tunes	
• LE2	“Easy”	Tunes	
• LE3	“Moderate”	Tunes	

These charts are intended to give a student general familiarity 
with the tunes. Actual performance in groups and at dances may 
vary significantly from what is printed here. In addition to the 
fiddle books, separate books are available giving fingerings, 
transpositions and other technical info for mandolin, guitar and 
Bb Horn. 
 

This Book 
Unlike the “Extremely Easy” book, the LE2 “Easy” Tunes 
book shows the actual fiddle tune the way it is commonly 
played. Of course, there is a large amount of technique not 
noted in these charts. 
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Coleman’s March   D 
Dollar Polka   Em 
Dusty Bob   G 
Golden Slippers   G 
Jamie Allen   G 
Kerry Polka #4   G 
Lomir Sich Iberbetn    E Freygish    
Lucy Farr’s Barn Dance   G 
Off She Goes   D 
Over the Waterfall   D 
Planxty Irwin   D 
Rakes of Mallow   G 
Redwing   G 
Sandy Boys   A 
Skye Boat Song   D 
Strawberries & Raspberries   G 
Swallowtail Jig   Em 
Tumbalalaika   Am 
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Coleman's March
South-Central Kentucky tune spread by revivalist

 fiddler Bruce Greene as recorded by Kentucky 
fiddler Gene Connor in 1962.

From Pete Sutherland (1951-2022)Guitar

12/21/23

Chord in measure #10
can be Bminor (concert)
which changes the harmony. 
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"Dollar Polka" Named by Sarah Blair who 
allegedly offered a dollar
to whoever could tell her

the tune's actual name.Guitar
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(Locally Known As)

Some sub chords
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Dusty Bob
Guitar
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Golden Slippers
1879

James Alan Bland (1854-1911)

Guitar
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Jamie Allen
Guitar

Jamie Allan (1734-1810) celebrated 
Northumbrian piper, friend of the 
aristocracy, horse thief, bigamist, 
and deserter died in a Durham prison 
awaiting deportation. 
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Lomir Sich Iberbetn
From Ben Zion Black (1886-1972) Record Collection 

Recorded 1923 by Isa Kremer 1887-1956

Guitar
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Lomir zikh iberbetn, iberbetn,
Shtel dem samovar.
Lomir zikh iberbetn,
Zayzhe nit kayn nar.

Lomir zikh iberbetn, iberbetn,
Koyf mir a por marantsn.
Lomir zikh iberbetn,
Lomir geyn tantsn.

Lomir zikh iberbetn, iberbetn,
Voszhe shteystu bay der tir?
Lomir zikh iberbetn
Gib a kuk oyf mir.

Lomir zikh iberbetn, iberbetn,
Shem zikh, Etl-Dvore!
Lomir zikh iberbetn,
Di tsayt iz an aveyre.

Lomir zikh iberbetn, iberbetn,
Koyf a por pistashkes.
Lomir zikh iberbetn,
Shenk mir dayne laskes.

Lomir zikh iberbetn, iberbetn,
Genug shoyn zayn vi goyim.
Lomir zikh iberbetn,
Lomir shraybn tnoyim.

Published as sheet music in 1914 by Solomon Rosowsky of the Society For Jewish Folk Music   (St Petersburgh)
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Lucy Farr's Barndance
Guitar

Lucy	Farr	(1911-2003)	lived	and	played	with	the	members	of	the	Ballinakill	Ceili	Band	which	in	
1930	was	the	?irst	traditional	village	band	to	be	recorded	commercially.	In	1991,	at	age	80,	she	
recorded	and	her	acclaimed	album,	"Heart	and	Home."	Her	tune	is	widely	played	in	Vermont.
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Off She Goes
Guitar
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Over the Waterfall From Henry Reed 1884-1968

Guitar

12/21/23



& # # 86 ..jœII
A

œ
2

Jœ œ œ œ
D G

œ jœ œ œ œ
A Bm

œ jœ œ œ
4

œ
G D

œ jœ œ Jœ
A A7

4

& # # ..
5

œ Jœ œ œ œ
D G

œ jœ œ œ œ
A Bm

œ jœ œ œ œ
G D

œ jœ œ jœ
DD A

4

& # # .. .œ
2

œ
4

œ œ œ œ
DB .œo

œ œ œ œ œ
A

œ .œ œ œ Jœ
E7Bm

œ Jœ œ œ œ
A A7

1 1

& # # ..
13

œ Jœ œ œ œ
D G

œ jœ œ œ œ
A Bm

œ jœ œ œ
4

œ
G D

œ jœ œ jœ
DD A

4

Planxty Irwin
Guitar
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Turlough O'Carolan 1670-1738

Some chords are debatable.
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The Rakes of Mallow
Guitar
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Mallow is in Cork but the tune
was first published in 1780 Scotland

see also "Vande Meenakshi"
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Redwing m-Kerry Mills 1869-1948
w-Thurland Chattaway 1872-1947Guitar
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(Union Maid)

Now, the moon shines tonight on pretty Red Wing
The breeze is sighing, the night bird's crying,
For afar 'neath his star her brave is sleeping,
While Red Wing's weeping her heart away

1907
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D chord is optional or could be Asus
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Skye Boat Song Words: 1884,  Sir Harold Boulton
Traditional Air Collected in 1870 by 

Anne Campbelle MacLeod (1855 1921)Guitar
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Though the waves heave, soft will ye sleep
Ocean's a royal bed
Rocked in the deep, Flora will keep
Watch by your weary head

Many's the lad fought on that day
Well the claymore did wield
When the night came, silently lain
Dead on Colloden field

Notes:
After the disastrous Battle of  Culloden the Jacobite rising of  1745 collapsed. 
Bonnie Prince Charlie, pursued throughout Scotland, escaped from Benbecula
in the Hebrides and sailed to the Isle of  Skye disguised as Flora MacDonald's 
serving maid. From there he fled to France, never to return.
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Strawberries & Raspberries From Pete Sutherland (1951-2022)
and Also George Maille (1932-2016)

Guitar

12/21/23

 Les fraises et les framboises

1928 Lyrics:
Sur la route de Montmartre
De Montmartre à Paris
J'ai rencontré trois filles
Trois filles de mon pays

Ah, les fraises et les framboises!
Les vins qu'nous avons bus
Et les belles villageoises
Nous ne les verrons plus (hou!)
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The Swallowtail Jig
Guitar

12/21/23
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Tumbalalaika
Guitar

12/21/23

From Ruth Rubin 1906-2000
and local

Shteyt a bocher, shteyt un tracht, 
tracht un tracht a gantze nacht. 
Vemen tsu nemen un nit far shemen, 
vemen tsu nemen un nit far shemen. 

Meydl, meydl, ch'vel bay dir fregen, 
Vos kan vaksn, vaksn on regn?
Vos kon brenen un nit oyfhern? 
Vos kon benken, veynen on treren? 

Narisher bocher, vos darfstu fregn? 
A shteyn ken vaksn, vaksn on regn. 
Libeh ken brenen un nit oyfhern. 
A harts kon benkn, veynen on treren

Refrain: 
Tumbala, tumbala, tumbalalaika, 
Tumbala, tumbala, tumbalalaika
tumbalalaika, shpiel balalaika
tumbalalaika - freylach zol zayn. 


