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Burlington is home to a thriving traditional fiddling community. The 
folk violin is present in most cultures and is used to perform a 
common repertoire of traditional dance melodies which are loosely 
called “fiddle tunes.” These tunes are also played on other 
instruments and are performed at informal gatherings called 
“sessions.” Our commonly played local repertoire is the legacy of 
Vermont’s immigrant groups. It is also assembled, adapted and 
contributed to by local musicians.  
Since we are preparing musicians to participate in their shared 
culture, here are some extremely common tunes of local importance 
which will be useful for students. To understand how and why these 
tunes are performed locally, students should learn under the 
guidance of local master musicians. As a supplement to this in-
person learning process, the LE books include sheet music and 
backup tracks for three groups of commonly played tunes.  

• LE1	“Extremely	Easy”	Tunes	
• LE2	“Easy”	Tunes	
• LE3	“Moderate”	Tunes	

These charts are intended to give a student general familiarity with 
the tunes. Actual performance in groups and at dances may vary 
significantly from what is printed here. In addition to the fiddle 
books, separate books are available giving fingerings, transpositions 
and other technical info for mandolin, guitar and Bb Horn. 
 

This Book 
LE3 “Moderate” Tunes are actually pretty difficult, 
especially at dance tempo. In our community there are 
master musicians who can help you get these just right. It is 
worth the effort of seeking them out to establish a strong 
connection with a musical mentor. 
 

12/28/23 
Bastringue, La   D 
Blackberry Blossom   G 
Butterfly, The   Em 
Eddie’s Reel    G 
Gaspé Reel    D 
Girl in the Blue Dress    G 
Growling Old Man… Am 
John Ryan’s Polka Set    D     
Lanigan's Ball    Em 
Linkum Doddie   A 
Louis Waltz   D 
Maison de Glace    D 
Mizinke Oysgegebn, die    Em 
Montreal, Reel De   G 
Nail that Catfish to the Tree    G 
Old French   D 
Pays dén Haut    D 
Road To Lisdoonvarna   Em 
Soldier’s Joy    D 
Temperance Reel    G/Em 
Whisky Before Breakfast   D 
You Married My Daughter… G 
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The challenge is to come up with a playable version of the "B" part that has some of the excitement of the (unplayable) fiddle tune "B" part. 
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La Bastringue Louis Beaudoin (1920-80)
1976, Philo #2022
"La Famille Beaudoin"Bb Horn

12/21/23

B Part (play 3x)
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Blackberry Blossom Fiddlin’ Arthur Smith (1898 - 1971) 
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The Butterfly Tommy Potts (1912-88) and Trad

Bb Horn Hi & Lo

12/21/23

The harmonization of this tune is very ambiguous
This chord progression is one of many possible approaches.
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Eddie's Reel From Eddie Plante  (?)
From Louis Beaudoin (1920-80)

1973, Philo #2000Bb Horn Hi & Lo

12/21/23
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Gaspé Reel From Louis Beaudoin (1920-80)
1973, Philo #2000.

Bb Horn Hi & Lo
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C part 3x
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The Girl With the Blue Dress On/Joe's Favorite
Beaudoin version is crooked

From Louis Beaudoin (1920-80)
1976, Philo #2022
"La Famille Beaudoin"

Bb Horn Hi & Lo
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John Leary's/John Ryan's/Dennis Murphy's
From Marty Morrisey (1938-2021) Bb Horn
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John Ryan's

Dennis Murphy's

John Leary's
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Lanigan's Ball Mentioned pre-1860s in upstate NY
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Lyrics:
(These words are part of an endless comic ballad from the 19th century)

A part:

She stepped out, I stepped in again. 
I stepped out and she stepped in again.
She stepped out, I stepped in again. 
Learning to dance for Lanigan’s ball.

B part:

Six long months, I spent in Dublin,
Six long months doing nothing at all,
Six long months, I spent in Dublin, 
Learning to dance for Lanigan’s ball.
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Linkum Doddie From Hannah Beth Crary
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"Willie Wastle dwalt on Tweed, 
The spot they ca'd it Linkumdoddie"
                                    Robert Burns, 1792
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Di Mizinke Oysgegebn Kiev 1901
Mark (Mordechai) Warshavsky 1848-1907 
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Shtarker, beser!
Di rod, di rod macht greser!
groys hot mich Got gemacht.
Glik hot er mir gebracht.
Hulyet kinder a gantse nacht!
Di mezinke oysgegebn! 

Ayzik! Mazik!
Di bobe geyt a kazik.
Keyn aynhore zet nor zet,
Vi zi topet, vi zi geyt,
Oy, a simche, oy, a freyd.
Di mezinke oysgegebn! 

Motl! Shimen!
Orime layt zenen gekumen,
Shtelt zey dem shenstn tish,
Tayere vaynen, tayere fish,
Oy vey, tochter, gib mir a kish!
Di mezinke oysgegebn! 
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Reel de Montréal/Sherbrooke
Bb Horn Hi & Lo

12/21/23

Bpart Sub. Chords
D     | Bm D| Em A7   |Bm  A7/C#

D     | Bm D| Em A7   |D     D7
As always, listen to master players for guidance.
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Nail That Catfish to the Tree 1985 Steve Rosen
local version transcribed by BPBb Horn
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Andy Dejarlis(1914-75) repertoire
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You Married My Daughter but Yet You Didn't
This is close to the Beaudoin versionBb Horn Hi & Lo
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