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Burlington is home to a thriving traditional fiddling community. The
folk violin is present in most cultures and is used to perform a
common repertoire of traditional dance melodies which are loosely
called “fiddle tunes.” These tunes are also played on other
instruments and are performed at informal gatherings called
“sessions.” Our commonly played local repertoire is the legacy of
Vermont’s immigrant groups. It is also assembled, adapted and
contributed to by local musicians.
Since we are preparing musicians to participate in their shared
culture, here are some extremely common tunes of local importance
which will be useful for students. To understand how and why these
tunes are performed locally, students should learn under the
guidance of local master musicians. As a supplement to this in-
person learning process, the LE books include sheet music and
backup tracks for three groups of commonly played tunes.

e LE1 “Extremely Easy” Tunes

e LE2 “Easy” Tunes

e LE3 “Moderate” Tunes
These charts are intended to give a student general familiarity with
the tunes. Actual performance in groups and at dances may vary
significantly from what is printed here. In addition to the fiddle
books, separate books are available giving fingerings, transpositions
and other technical info for mandolin, guitar and Bb Horn.

This Book

LE3 “Moderate” Tunes are actually pretty difficult,
especially at dance tempo. In our community there are
master musicians who can help you get these just right. It is
worth the effort of seeking them out to establish a strong
connection with a musical mentor.
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Consider xx2400 (EBBE) as an Eminor standard position for a celtic sound
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The harmonization of this tune is very ambiguous
This chord progression is one of many possible approaches.
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Lyrics:

(These words are part of an endless comic ballad from the 19th century)
A part:

She stepped out, I stepped in again.

I stepped out and she stepped in again.

She stepped out, I stepped in again.

Learning to dance for Lanigan’s ball.

B part:

Six long months, I spent in Dublin,
Six long months doing nothing at all,
Six long months, I spent in Dublin,
Learning to dance for Lanigan’s ball.
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"Willie Wastle dwalt on Tweed,
The spot they ca'd it Linkumdoddie"
Robert Burns, 1792
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Di rod, di rod macht greser! "}
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Glik hot er mir gebracht. * ’

Hulyet kinder a gantse nacht!
Di mezinke oysgegebn!
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Bpart Sub. Chords
D |BmD|EmA7 |Bm A7/,
D |BmD|EmA7 |[D D7
As always, listen to master players for guidance.
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